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Welcome 
 

We are a church that 
shares a living, daring 
confidence in God’s 
grace. Liberated by 

our faith, we embrace 
everyone as a whole 

person, with 
questions, doubts, 

complexities and all. 
We are moved by 

God’s grace to 
welcome all who have 
ever felt marginalized, 
no matter your gender 

identity, sexual 
orientation, age, race, 

ethnicity, marital 
status, or faith 

background. We 
welcome you as we 
worship, learn, and 
share Christ’s love 

together.  

In this issue: 

2  Ash Wednesday and 

Soup  Supper 

Schedule 

3-5 Pastors Letter 

6-7 Upcoming  

        Happenings 

8-9  What We’ve       

         Been Up To 

10-11 Things to Know 

12 Things to Know 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
In-person & live streamed at 9:30am 

Livestream:   
https://streamlabs.com/faithlutheranchurchroseburg 

 

When the world demands I do, 

And the pressures make me break, 

I turn my heart to find the view, 

Of the love I cannot shake. 

Not by works, but by Your grace, 

I am safe in God’s embrace. 
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Ash Wednesday --  

As we begin Lent, you are invited to ground yourself in the 

promises of God. We mark ourselves with ashes, reminding us 

that life is fragile and we will all die, but God's love for us has no 

end and our hope in Christ is eternal.  Dear friends, come and 

"get your ash in church" Services will be at noon at St. George 

Episcopal and at 7:00 pm at Faith Lutheran. 

 

 

 

 
We will have our shared Wednesday Night Lenten services again 
this year. We will have a soup supper at 5:30 (sign up to help!) 
followed by 6:30 worship with Holden Evening Prayer. Our theme 
this year will be "Revelation -- A  Book for Our Times" 
February 25 - Faith Lutheran - "Revelation - A Letter to the 
Churches" 
March 4 - St. George - "Revelation - A Hymnal of Faith" 
March 11- Faith Lutheran - "Revelation - A Story of a Beast and a 
Lamb" 
March 18 - St. George - "Revelation - The Four Horseman" 
March 25 Faith Lutheran - "Revelation - For the Healing of the Nations" 
 

 

 

 

  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

February 
 

Tuesday 2/17  Council Meeting (new day) 5:15pm 

Wednesday 2/18 Ash Wednesday Service at St. George  Noon 

Ash Wednesday Service at Faith 7pm 

Thursday 2/20  Movies with Meanings - Selma 6:30pm 

Wednesday 2/25 Lenten Supper at Faith 5:30pm 

Thursday 2/26  Brewed Theology 2:30pm & 6:30pm 

Saturday 2/28  Council and Committee Retreat 9am-2pm 
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PASTORS LETTER 
 

This month, as I wrestled with what to say in the newsletter, I came across 
this writing by Rev. Benjamin Cremer. As my home state is standing up for 
their neighbors who are under attack - he says it better than I can 
myself.  May Jesus continue to return us to our full humanity.  
Pastor Matt 
 
It always begins with a story we tell ourselves. 
A story where “they” are not worthy of being treated with human dignity, 
where whole lives are flattened into headlines, where mothers and fathers 
become statistics, where children become shadows at the edge of a slogan. 
We call them criminals. 
We call them invaders. 
We call them “the worst of the worst,” 
as if they are all evil. 
Dehumanization is never loud at first. 
It arrives dressed as concern. 
As “law and order.” 
As reason. 
As protection. 
As common sense. 
It asks us only to believe the worst about someone else, and promises it will 
benefit us and won’t cost us anything. 
But it always does. 
Because the moment we accept a lie about another person’s humanity, we 
loosen our grip on our own. 
We begin to tolerate cages we would never enter, violence we would never 
excuse, and cruelty we would never survive. 
We learn to look away. 
And looking away reshapes us. 
Once a group of people becomes a threat instead of a neighbor, anything 
can be done to them. 
Their families can be torn apart. 
Their bodies can be abused. 
Their suffering can be explained away as necessary, unfortunate, but 
deserved. 
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History teaches this lesson again and again, 
not in whispers, but in mass camps turned into museums, mass graves with 
monuments, and apologies written too late. 
And still we say, this time is different. 
It never is. 
What dehumanization does most effectively 
is not just harm its targets, it hollows out the soul of those who participate. 
It trains us to distrust compassion. 
To sneer at mercy. 
To call empathy weakness. 
To mistake dominance for strength. 
It teaches us to survive by shrinking our moral imagination until only people 
like us can fit inside it. 
And then we commit the greatest blasphemy of all: we drag God into justify 
it all. 
We quote scripture to justify cruelty. 
We baptize policies that break bodies and spirits. 
We invoke Jesus while ignoring everything he said, everything he touched, 
everyone he loved. 
The God who knit every human being together, 
brown, black, documented, undocumented, 
made in the image of divine dignity, is turned into a mascot for fear. 
A weapon for exclusion. 
A stamp of approval on violence. 
We sanctify evil and call it righteousness. 
This dehumanized mentality looks at the immigrant, the refugee, the 
outsider 
and sees a problem to be solved. 
It looks at someone like Jesus, 
beaten by the state, criminalized by religious leaders, executed under the 
banner of law and order, and says, “He should have just obeyed the law.” 
Jesus is always found among the dehumanized. 
Not because he failed to rise above them, but because he refused to 
abandon them. 
He is with the caged. 
The scapegoated. 
The lied-about. 
The bodies treated as disposable. 
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So when we Christians participate in this dehumanization, when we strip 
others of their humanity, we also strip Jesus of his humanity, 
denying that he would suffer where others suffer. 
And then we strip him of his divinity, 
by reshaping God into our own fearful image. 
When we erase the humanity of others, 
we erase our own reflection in the mirror of God. 
A society cannot survive this forever. 
A church cannot survive this at all. 
Because the gospel does not begin with borders, 
but with God and humanity. 
It does not begin with exclusion, but incarnation. 
God does not save us from a distance. 
God becomes one of us. 
And any faith that requires us to believe the worst about our neighbors 
is not forming saints, 
it is forming tyrants, 
it is training us to forget who we are. 
When we dehumanize others, 
we don’t just harm them. 
We become something less than human ourselves. 
We must regain the story of our shared humanity. 
 
 
Benjamin Cremer 
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UPCOMING HAPPENINGS 
 

Embracing Diversity and In-Reach Committees 

PRESENTS: 

MOVIES WITH MEANINGS  

SELMA  

On February 20TH at 6:30pm  
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"For You Were Strangers" is a  

Brewed Theology topic exploring the intersection of faith, immigration, and 
scripture, particularly focusing on the biblical mandate to welcome refugees and 

immigrants. 
Rooted in Deuteronomy 10:19 and Leviticus 19:33-34, the discussion highlights 

that God's people, having been strangers in Egypt, are commanded to treat 
foreigners with love and equal standing 

 

 
"For Such a Time as This: An Emergency Devotional".   

 
 
In March, we will be having a four-week book study after 
church talking about "For Such a Time as This: An Emergency 
Devotional".   
As many of us struggle to come to terms with the world 
around us, Hanna Reichel offers historical lessons and 
theological depth along with spiritual nurture for our souls.   
We hope you will join us.  Please sign up if you are interested 
and we will order a book for you.  We have a discount 
available and the cost of the book will be $10 if we order 
them together by February 15th.  They are also available on 
Amazon.   

https://farmington-lutheran.squarespace.com/brewed-theology
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LOOK AT WHAT WE HAVE BEEN UP TO 
 
 

 
  

New friends were 
made today as 15 
people came to 
learn this yummy 
new skill. 

So…Diane Hoffine 
said, “she doesn’t 
need an apron”. She 
is at a bread making 
class with a lot of 
flour in the air, but … 
she was right. She 
did not need an 
apron.  
We have pictures so 
we know she was 
there but just how did 
she do that?? 

We were 
taught how to 

make Focaccia 
Bread by Olga 

Petrov last 
month.  

 

Fun was had 
by all, and 

Jane Hill is a 
great teacher’s 

assistant. 
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We all took our 
finished loaves 

home. I’m sure all 
our houses had 
delicious, fresh 

bread with dinner 
that night. 

Thank you, Olga, 
for the new skill. 

Cristina was determined 
to make a loaf out her 
dough, but the dough 

had different plans, then 
Olga came and worked 
her magic and whipped 
it into shape and made 

us all say WOW. 
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Web & Mobile Giving  
 
 

The two options for giving at Faith are Web and Mobile giving.  
Both these options are powered by tithe.ly (recommended by the ELCA). 
 

To give via the web go to: 
 

https://faithroseburg.org/online-giving/ 
 

 
 

To give via your mobile device (phone and/or tablet), make sure location services is turned on, go to your 
android or iPhone App store, search for Tithe.ly Click on ELCA giving tool by tithe.ly and download (get) 

the App. 
It is super simple!! 

THINGS TO KNOW 
 

The bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall is undergoing an update and is a work in 
progress. When completed it will show the current activities that Embracing 
Diversity will be doing ~ education, activities, serving in the community as we 
embrace and share the diversity of ourselves and our neighbors. Watch as it grows.  
 

 

 
 

************************************************************** 
 

You may have recently noticed that the black cross  
in front of the church offices was knocked down.  
Despite sounding like a “bad omen”, Jackie chooses  
to believe she saved a bigger accident from happening  
as the welds holdining it up were starting to fail. 
 

Since this is the second time it was knocked down, the suggestion was made to 
move it. A couple of those suggestions were to put it in the flower bed at the front 
doors (highlighted above) or perhaps near the fireplace at the Atrium.  
Either way, this spring will be full of projects for our Faith Volunteers…  

************************************************************** 
Faith Lutheran Needs New Thursday Evening Volunteer Door Checkers 
 

Nis and Wendy Jessen are looking for someone to take over for  them as Thursday 
night door checkers. Pleaee consider joining our current Volunteer Door Checker 
Team. We need a responsible individual to ensure the security of our building after 
hours. You will be responsible for checking, office doors and all entry doors & exits. 
Ensure peace of mind, apply today! 
 

https://faithroseburg.org/online-giving/

